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Governor News  
 

Welcome to the first edition of Governor News from the governors here at St. Alban’s. In 
this edition we’d like to tell you a little bit about the role of the Governing Body and 
introduce ourselves to you.  

The Governing Body 

Our Governing Body consists of teachers, parents, and members of the local community. We 
work as a team alongside Mr Smith for the benefit of all the pupils and staff at St. Alban’s.   

We’re all volunteers and have a diverse background, from health, education, nursing, law, 
management and health and safety. We’re here to give the school strategic direction and to 
act as a ‘critical friend’ – helping to guide the school to improving the standard of education 
for every pupil. We don’t get involved with the day-to-day operation of the school but set 
the criteria by which the school is managed. 

We ensure that local and national government legislation and targets are met, that we 
spend our school budget wisely, that the safety of everyone is paramount and that the 
curriculum is delivered to benefit all children.  

Governors take an active role in the school, not only attending meetings, but also by 
attending school functions and undertake visits to classrooms seeing first-hand the work 
being carried out by staff and pupils.  

If you ever need to contact any of the following governors you can do so by contacting Ms 
Parker at the school office who is the Clerk to the Governors. 

 

Meet the Governors 

 

 

  Claire George – Chair of Governors 

 

I was delighted to become a governor here at St. Alban’s a few years ago. I am an ex-pupil of 
St. Alban’s and have a long association with the school and parish.  I have 2 children in 
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school, Matthew in Year 5 and Emily in Year 2. Outside of school I am employed as an 
Environmental Health Officer by Newcastle City Council where I specialise in food safety. My 
role is varied and requires me to educate businesses on food safety matters as well as 
enforce the law. I became Chair of Governors in September 2018 and I am enjoying the role 
and the challenges that it brings. I am working hard to help improve the school, ensuring 
that every child is given the opportunity to be the best that they can be. This year I will also 
be the Link Governor for year 4.  

    

 

 

  Jenni Roughead – Vice Chair of Governors 

I have been a foundation governor at St. Alban’s now for 7 years. I have 3 children, the 
oldest 2 are at St. Mary’s and I have a son in Year 4. I have worked for Leonard Cheshire 
Disability for many years as a registered nurse, but I’m also a qualified teaching assistant 
and have a keen interest in education. I have spent a lot of time within our school setting. I 
am a safeguarding, SEN and pupil premium governor and am also the link Governor for year 
6.  

Joe Taylor – LEA Governor 

I have served as a Governor at St Alban’s for over 20 years. I have had strong links and a 
great affection for the school and its children since my sons attended in the 1980’s. I have 
served on various committees during my time and have seen many changes over the years. I 
have been pleased to see the school improve and would hope to be able to continue as long 
as I am able. 

 

 

        Julie Bell – Parent Governor 

 

I have a daughter in Year 5 and I have been a Governor for almost two years now, so I am 
half way through my four year term. I work in health and safety so predominantly I bring my 
experience of this to the Governing Body. My main focus is working with Mr Smith and the 
Governing Body to ensure whilst our children are in school they are safe. This includes 
making sure the building complies with health and safety law. 

As a Governor I’m able to listen and make suggestions as to what I think is best for all our 
children. We recently had to make a big decision on what to do with our school nursery. As 
a parent and a member of the local community I was able to express my thoughts around 
the importance of ensuring our nursery remained open. 
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         Christine Dixon – Foundation Governor 

 

I have served as a Governor of St. Alban’s Primary School for over 20 years. I am married 
with a grown-up family who happily attended St. Alban’s when they were young. My 
daughter progressing successfully to St. Mary’s and from there onto University where she 
recently received a ‘First Class Honours Degree’. My son went on to attend Percy Hedley 
Specialist S.E.N. School, where he successfully learned new skills and qualifications.  

I have worked for St. Anthony of Padua Association Charity for over 35 years and apart from 
a couple of years working elsewhere have worked for the charity in both finance and 
administration. My current role with St. Anthony of Padua is as Parish Secretary. I am 
privileged to have worked for Fr. Michael Conaty (deceased) and for Fr. Smith. This year as 
Governor, I am sharing the role of ‘Safeguarding’ and ‘Special Education Needs’ Governor.  

I consider that I have a wealth of practical experience in both of these areas of 
responsibility.  

 

Helen Woods-Waters -Foundation Governor 

I am currently the Chief Executive Officer at St Anthony of Padua Community Association. 
The late Father Michael Conaty established the Association, as many of you will know, over 
30 years ago. We continue this work providing a range of adult care services across the east 
end of the city and through the work of the John Boste Youth Centre, we support work with 
our young people. 

However prior to joining St. Anthony’s 3 years ago I worked in children’s services for over 30 
years at both Newcastle City Council and in North Tyneside for Action for Children, a 
national children’s charity. I trained as a solicitor over 10 years ago but remained working in 
children’s services. My last role prior to joining St Anthony’s was in leading early help 
services across the city with a focus on early years education and childcare, family support 
and early intervention and prevention. 

I feel privileged to be a governor at St Alban’s. I recognise the crucial role that schools play 
in children’s lives and the importance of true partnership working with parents and carers.  

 

Father David Smith 

Is currently on the governing body at St Alban’s and is working with our Holy Communion 
Class this year. 
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          Tamsin Embleton – Parent Governor 

 

I am the newest Parent Governor. I have 3 children and they are all at St Alban’s; Rosie in 
Nursery, Eddie in Year 2 and Joseph in Year 5. 

I work at Newcastle University as an Administrative Officer, looking after students preparing 
for and taking part in their year abroad.  

I wanted to be a Parent Governor in order to be a representative of my fellow parents. I feel 
that all children should feel happy, confident and ultimately have fun during their time at 
school.  

 

 

 Martin Smith – Head Teacher 

 

St Alban’s Governing Body is the fourth Catholic primary school governing body that I have 
served on.  Over the 25 years I have been a governor I have seen the role change 
significantly. Today, the Governors role is much more far reaching with a much greater level 
of responsibility. 

We are very lucky at St Alban’s to have governors that genuinely care about our children 
and staff.  Although some of our Governors are new to the role, their commitment and 
enthusiasm to ensuring the best for our children is clearer. 

I work very openly with all our Governors, particularly the Chair and Vice Chair who are 
regularly in school supporting me in my role.  Our Governors are critical friends that provide 
me with the challenge of driving our school forward.  I would encourage parents to get to 
know our Governors and support them in their role. 

 

 

 Maria Duncan – Staff Governor 

I have been staff governor for 8 years and as part of this role I provide governors with 
information about what happens in school.  As a governing body we work hard to help 
improve our school. 

I am currently the nursery teacher, assistant head teacher and SENCo at St Alban’s.  I have 
been a teacher for over 20 years and have worked in different schools and for a time as a 
consultant for the Local Authority.  I am also a mum to 3 boys so bring to my role personal 
experience of children accessing our current education system. 
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